TEXTBOOK/MATERIALS AS AN
ACADEMIC FIELD OF INQUIRY: AN
INTRODUCTION AND A SELECTED
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

By L. Kathy Heilenman, TAA #1194
TAA Vice President

Background. Several years ago,
havingalready authored a textbook,
| was asked to prepare a chapter
on material development in the field
of foreign languages (Heilenman,
1991). As | began my research, |
rather naively went to the computer
database at the university library
and entered “textbook”. Much to
my amazement, the category was
virtually blank. A foray into the
ERIC database provided much the
same in the way of results (see
Blystone, 1987). Further research
indicated that, although there were
works on textbooks/text materials,
the majority dealt with text selec-
tion, censorship, and textbook
quality, the latter primarily focused
on the negative. Since that point, |
have continued to look into text-
books/text materials as a subject
for academic research and have
gradually amassed a rather selec-
tive bibliography on the subject. As
noted above, due to my interests in
foreign language education and the
role of textbooks/materials vis-a-vis
the values of the academe, the
majority of the entries focus on
these areas. In addition, given the
scattered nature of the resources
on textbooks/materials, it is quite
likely that | have missed inter-
estingand important books and
articles. If you are aware of
such sources, please contact
me and | will include them in
future updates.

L. Kathy Heilenman can be
reached at: (mail) Department of
French and ltalian, University of
lowa, lowa City, 1A 52242; (e-mail)
L-HEILENMAN@UIOWA.EDU;
(fax) 319-338-4835 or 319-335-
2070.

Selected bibliography on text-
books/materials

Aliwright, R. L. (1981). What Do
We Want Teaching Materials
For? ELT Journal, 36, 5-18.
Focuses on types of publica-
tions language teachers need.
Calls for material addressed to
learners, for "idea books" con-
taining collections of ideas for
teacher adaptation, and “ratio-
nale books" that would help
teachers understand and explain
language learning theory.

Altbach, P. G., Kell, G. P., Petrie, H.
G., & Weis, L. W. (Ed.). (1991).
Textbooks in American
Society:Politics, Policy, and
Pedagogy. Albany, NY: State
University of New York Press.
An edited volume with chapters
on social and political issues,
textbook reform and im-
provement, and the international
perspective. Also contains case
studies of issues in the develop-
ment of reading/literacy texts
and a discussion of priorities
from the viewpoint of the author
and that of the publisher.

American Textbook Publishers
Institute. (1949). Textbooksin
Education: A Report from
The American Textbook
Publishers Institute to its
Membership, its Friends,
and any Others whose In-
terest in the Development of
the Educational System in
the United States Goes be-
yond a Mere Passing Fancy.
New York: American Textbook
Publishers Institute. An interest-
ing analysis of the textbook
industry at mid-century. Al-
though obviously biased in favor

of textbook publishers, never-
theless contains valuable infor-
mation on the development of
textbooks.

Apple, M. W. (1985). The Culture
and Commerce of the Textbook.
Journal of Curriculum
Studies, 17, 147-162. Points
out how little we know about
textbooks. Attempts to analyze
complicated set of political,
cultural, and economic relation-
ships involved in textbook pro-
duction.

Apple, M. W. (1986). Teachers
and Texts: A Political Econ-
omy of Class and Gender
Relationsin Education. New
York: Routledge & Kegan Paul.
An analysis of textbooks and
teachers in political, economic,
and gender-based terms.

Apple, M. W. (1989). Textbook
Publishing: The Political and
Economic Influences. Theory
Into Practice, 28, 282-287.
Discussion of textbooks as eco-
nomic and cultural commodities
that play major roles in the es-
tablishment of curriculum at the
elementary and secondary lev-
els.

Ariew, R. (1982). The Textbook as
Curriculum. In T. V. Higgs (Ed.),
Curriculum, Competence,
and the Foreign Language
Teacher (pp. 11-33).
Lincolnwood, IL: National Text-
book. Discusses the compro-
mises that textbook authors
must make along with the teach-
ers’ responsibility for adaptation
of materials to their own situa-
tions. Recommends “healthy
skepticism” in selecting a text-
book along with boldness in
makingnecessary modifications.

Arnold, D. L. (1989). The Stone
the Builders Rejected: An
Initial Inquiry into the Role
of the Textbook in the Pro-
fessional Culture of the
Higher Education Faculty.
Dissertation, Univ. of Tennessee,
Knoxville. Structured interviews
andsurveys focusing on percep-
tions of textbooks in higher
education. Areas investigated
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include: textbooks as scholar-
ship, textbook selection, reviews
of textbooks, and access to
textbooks. Also available as an
articlein PublishingResearch
Quarterly, 9 (1993).
njaminson, P. {
without-Perishimg: A Practi-
cal Handbook for Academic
Authors. Washington D.C..
National Education Association.
A general guidebook for all
academic authors. Discusses
issues of “getting published,”
contracts, and royalties among
others.

Blum,D. E. (1991). Authors, Pub-

lishers Seek to Raise Quality and
Status of the College Textbook,
Long an Academic Stepchild.
Chronicleof Higher Educa-
tion (July 31). A11-12. An ana-
lytic report based on interviews
conducted during the 1991 TAA
Convention at Chicago.

Blystone, R. V. (1987). College

Introductory Biology Textbooks:
An Important Communicative
Tool. American Biology
Teacher, 49,418-425. Discus-
sion of college biology textbook
research and a review of issues
impacting college biology text-
books including a national cur-
riculum, subject areas miscon-
ceptions related to textbook
design, and the "seduction of
being current."

Blystone, R. V., & Barnard, K.

(1988). The Future Direction of
College Biology Textbooks.
BioScience, 38,48-52. Study
of introduction college biology
textbooks from 1950 to 1985.
Results indicate a steady in-
crease in length as well as in
graphic materials.

Blystone, R. V., Barnard, K., &

Golimowski, S. (1990). Develop-
ment of Biology Textbooks.
BioScience, 40, 300-303. A
survey of 15 authors of college
introductory biology textbooks
published between 1982 and
1987 plus a survey of students
taking a general biology course

Publish -

at Trinity University. Results
indicate the increased influence
of reviewers and our lack of
knowledge concerning how
students actually use their text-
books.

Bragger, J. D. (1985). Materials

Developmentfor the Proficiency-
Oriented Classroom. In C. J.
James (Ed.), Foreign
Language Proficiency in the
Classroom and Beyond. (pp
79-115). Lincolnwood, IL: Na-
tional Textbook. Describes how
textbooks are produced. Ana-
lyzes text material from a profi-
ciency point of view giving spe-
cificrecommendations for lexical
and structural coverage along

with suggestions about exercis-

_.--as.and activities.
3rock, T. D. (1985)~~ Successful
. Textbook Publishing: The

Author’s Guide. Madison, WI:
Science Tech. A detailed guide
totextbook publishing. Includes
discussion of the textbook pub-
lishing process from both the
author's and the publisher's
viewpoint, the publishing con-
tract, copyright concerns, royal-
ties, marketing, and the relation-

hip between textbook authors
and academic institutions.

Chall, J. S., & Conard, S. S. (1991).
" ShouldTextbooks Challenge

Students? The Case for
Easier or Harder Books.
New York: Teachers College
Press. A discussion of the role
of textbooks in elementary and
secondary schools. Includes
issues of readability, curriculum,
and the responsibility for imple-
menting change.

Cole, J. Y., & Sticht, T. G. (1981).

The Textbook in American
Society: A Volume Based on
a Conference at the Library
of Congress on May 2-3,

1979. Washington, D. C.: Li-
brary of Congress. Participants
drawn from the worlds of pub-
lishing and education attempt to
define the issues involved in
textbook development and use.
Containssummaries of complete

Cronbach, L. J.

papers which were to be pub-
lished by Academic Press but
which, apparently, have never
appeared.

Connors, R. J. (1986). Textbooks

and the Evolution of the Disci-
pline. College Composition
and Communication, 37,178-
194. Provides a history of com-
position teaching illustrating the
importance of teacher gqualifi-
cations or the lack thereof has
had on textbooks.

Coser, L. A., Kadushin, C., &

Powell, W. W. (1982). Books:
The Culture and Commerce
of Publishing. New York:
Basic Books. Presents a socio-
logical analysis of the world of
books focusing on the interrela-
tionships between academia,
publishing houses, authors,
editors, distributors, teachers,
and students, among others.

(1955). Text
Materials in Modern Edu-
cation. Urbana, IL: University
of lllinois Press. The first, and
one of the few, discussions of
text materials in a broad per-
spective. Argues for a compre-
hensive theory of the textbook.
Provides a broad view of the
textbook as a philosophical
construct, a factor in learning,
and product of authors and -
publishers.

De Castell, S. (1990). Teaching the

Textbook:Teacher /textauthority
and the Problem of Interpreta-
tion. Linguistics and Edu-
cation, 2, 75-90. Proposes a
“view of the school textbook as
a unique form of document’;
draws a distinction between
literary texts and fact-stating
texis.

De Castell, S., Luke A., & Luke, C.

(Ed.).(1989). Language, Au-
thorityand Criticism: Read-
ings on the School Text-
book. London: Falmer Press.
A collection of articles
concerning the school textbook
as a theoretical and a practical
construct.
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Edgerton, R. (1992). Textbooks
./and faculty rewards. Change,
(September-October), 4. Edito-
rial concerning the role of text-
book authorship within the aca-

. demic reward system.

Elliott, D. L., & Woodward, A. (Ed.)
(1990). Textbooks and
Schooling in the United
States. Chicago: Univ. of Chi-
cago Press. A valuable collec-
tion of articles on textbooks and

Textbook: A Preliminary Investi-
gation. In D. P. Benseler (Ed.),
The Dynamics of Language
Program Direction.
Boston:Heinle & Heinle. Survey
of French and German universi-
ty-level foreign language text-
book authors. Includes discus-
- “yion of academic values and
¢ rewards in respect to textbook
publishing. .
Herlihy, J. G. (Ed.).(1992). The

University Press. A guide for all
varieties of academic authors
including those of monographs,
journal articles, and scholarly
books as well as textbooks.
Contains helpful advice on
various facets of text authorship
including contracts, royalties,
and production.

Olson, D. R. (1980). On the Lan
guage and Authority of Text-
books. Journal of Communi-

their relationship to the educa-
tional system in the United
States.

Goldstein, P. (1978). Changing
the American Schoolbook.
Lexington, MA:Lexington Books.
A valuable discussion of the
disincentives provided by copy-
rightand patént laws for innova-
tion in textbooks. Includes an
extensive description and analy-
sis of attempted textbook inno-
vation and reform in the 1970s.

Heilenman, L. K. (1991). Material
Concerns: Textbooks and
Teachers. In E. S. Silber (Ed.),
Critical Issues in Foreign
Language Instruction (pp.
104-130). New York:Garland.
Discussion of textbooks as so-
cial artifacts relating various
constituencies (teachers and
students, authors and publish-
ers, the general public) accom-
panied by an analysis of issues
of concern to foreign language
material users and developers
(role of research, pedagogical
grammars, vocabulary, choice of
language level and register,
authentic materials, culture, and
technology.
Heilenman, L. K. (1993). Of Cul
" ‘tures and Compromises: Pub-
" lishers, Textbooks, and the
Academy. Publishing
ResearchQuarterly,9:55-67.
A discussion of the relationship
between the culture of the acad-
emy and that of the marketplace
“as reflected in textbook

Textbook Controversy: Is-
sues, Aspects and Perspec-
tives. Norwood, NJ:Ablex. A
collection of articles treating
quite diverse issues relating to
textbooks.

Houghton, H., & Willows, D. M.

(1987). Instructional Issues:
The Psychology of lllustra-
tion.New York:Springer-Verlag.
(See Willows & Houghton, 1987
for annotation).

Kramsch, C. J. (1988). The Cultural

Discourse of Foreign Language
Textbooks. In A. J. Singerman

(Ed.), Toward a New Inte-

gration of Language and
Culture (pp. 63-88).
Middlebury, VT:Northeast Con-
ference. Analyzes the culture of
the textbook in the context of
education and publishing. Dis-
cusses the kind of culture con-
tained in textbooks and sug-
gests directions for the future.

_Lewis, R. (1992): Textbook Authors

—Write for Love, Not
Recognition. The Scientist, 6,
20, 22. A report on author’s
perceptions of academic re-
wards pursuant to textbook

thoring.

2
* “Lichtenberg, J. (1992). The New
Paradox ollege Text-

book. Change, (September-
October), 10-17. An up-to-date
analysis of the college textbook
and the issues surrounding it.
Includes discussion of increased
costsand decreased sales, used
books, new technologies, and

cation, 80,186-196. Discusses
the textbook as a register like
babytalk or oral ritualized lan-
guage. Posits that the separa-
tion of knowledge as represent-
ed in textbooks, from speakers
(here the teacher) imparts au-
thority and puts textbook con-
tent above criticism.

Rings, L. (1990). From One Text

book Author to Another: A
Response to Anonymous, Com-
ment and Response.
Polylingua, 1, 133-134. An
exposition of the role of text-
book authors as representatives
of scholarly innovation vis-a-vis

the more conservative stance of
textbook publishers.

Sykes, T. (1991). Textbooks as

Scholarship? TAA Report (Oc-
tober), 5-6. A survey of faculty -
members at lllinois State Univer-
sity concerning textbooks as
scholarship. Results indicate
widely varying opinions with
comments on the necessity of\
innovation and the role of profit,

Tibbetts, A., & Tibbetts, C. (1982).

CanComposition Textbooks Use
Composition Research? Col-
lege English, 44, 855-858.
Based on extensive experience
authoring composition  text-
books, the authors contend that
there is little place for research
in textbooks largely because
teachers do not want it.

Tyson-Bernstein, H. (1988). The

Academy’s Contribution to the
Impoverishment of America’s

Textbooks. PhiDelta Kappan,
(November), 193-198. Anindict- .
ment of the academy’s role in
the deterioration of textbooks.

_* (continued on page 1)~

authoring and production.
Heilenman, L. K. & Tschirner, E. (In

press). The Culture and Com-

merce of the Foreign Language

- academicvalues.
Tuey, B. (1990). Handbook for ™
Academic Authors Revised

ed.). ~~"Cambridge:Cambridge
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Ethics
continued from page 1

2. Textbook and academic au-
thors shall strive for the highest
standards of writing quality and
shallendeavor to produce work that
is understandable and clear; the
writing style should recognize the
educational level of the audience.

3. Textbook and academic au-
thors shall present the information
in their text with accuracy, impar-
tiality, and balance in order that all
readers may receive an accurate
assessmentof topics covered in the
text. i

B. Academic Community

4. Textbook arid academic au-
thors, or teams of authors, shall
write with integrity, following recog-
nized principles of scholarship and
utilizing sound methodological
techniques.

5. Textbook and academic au-
thors shall accurately report and
appropriately give credit to other
sources utilized in their work, in-
cluding authors quoted or whose
ideas have been highly influential.

6. Textbook and academic au-
thors shall bear responsibility for all
material appearing under their
name, not permitting their name to
appear on works they did not write.

C. Discipline

7. Textbook and academic au-
thors shall respect the freedom of
instructors in choosing educational
material. Moreover, textbook and
academic authors will not partici-
pate in providing compensation to
schools or instructors for the adop-
tion of their work.

8. Textbook and academic au-
thors shall continue to acquire,
apply, and advance knowledge by
remaining current in their discipline.

y. Textbook and academic au-
thors shall take care that there

exists no conflict of interest in utiliz-
ing their own published material.

D. Publisher

10. Textbook and academic au-
thors shall deal honestly with pub-
lishers, honor their contracts and
provide materials to publishers in a
timely manner.

11. Textbook and academic au-
thors shall expect publishers to
treatauthors with fairness, honoring
conditions in contracts, promptly
paying royalties, and acting timely
on manuscripts.

12. Textbook and academic au-
thors shall provide to publishers a
coherent prepared manuscript and
shall expect in return publishers to
provide timely and competent re-
view of manuscripts, and make no
changes in a manuscript without
the author's permission.

13. Textbook and academic au-
thors shall avoid conflict of interest
with other authors when agreeing to
review manuscripts for publication.
Textbook and academic authors
shall normally decline to review a
manuscript when the work, if pub-
lished, would compete with the
reviewer’s own published work.

1"
Bibliography
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Contends that negative incen-
tives for textbook writing among
professors has led to the erec-
tion of serious obstacles to text-
book reform.

Willows, D. M., & Houghton, H. A.
(1987). Basic Research: The
Psychology of Illustration
(Vol. 7). New York:Springer-
Verlag. Gives an overview of
current thinking and research
concerning the role of illustra-
tions in learning. Includes dis-
cussions of memory, affective
response, the effect of pictures
on prose learning, and the role
of charts, graphs, and diagrams.

Woodward, A., Elliott, D. L., &
Nagel, K. C. (1988). Text-
books in School and Soci-
ety: An Annotated Bibliog-
raphy and Guide to Re-
search. New York:Garland. An
extensive bibliography and
guide to all aspects of text-
books. The logical place to
begin any research concerning
textbooks.

MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO
FURNISH COPIES OF
PUBLISHING CONTRACTS

WE NEED YOUR HELP!! TAA

" Headquarters would like to request

thateach member please furnish us
acopy of any/all of your publishing
contracts for our permanent file.

This file can be accessed by
members before they begin negoti-
ations with their publisher for their
works.

Personal data will be erased and
will remain confidential in all cases.

Please send copies to:

TAA
Box 535
Orange Springs FL 32182

JUNE 23-25, 1994
SEATTLE, WA
TAA CONVENTION

BACK ISSUES of this newsletter
available:

1988: January, April

1989: January, July, Oct

1990: January, April, July

1991: July, October

1992: January, April, July, Oct

1993: January, April, July, Oct

$3.00 each or 4 for $10. One of
each $36. Text and Academic
Authors Association, Box 535,
Orange Springs, FL 32182. Pay-
ment by credit card, check, or mon-
ey order accepted.
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