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RESOURCES 
 

Books  
 

 Becoming an Academic Writer: 50 Exercises for Paced, Productive, and Powerful 
Writing by Patricia Goodson (3rd edition; 2024). Through actionable and well-paced exercises, 
the book outlines a useful complex dynamic system for academics to tackle their professional 
writing.  https://a.co/d/02hpDFq9  

  Keep Writing: 101 Strategies for Academic Writers by Patricia Goodson & Margarita 
Huerta (2025). Bite-sized tips and strategies useful for every stage of the academic writing life. 
https://a.co/d/0adAmtso  

 

  90 Days, 90 Ways: Inspiration, Tips & Strategies for Academic Writers by Patricia 
Goodson, Mina Beigi & Melika Shirmohammadi (2020). Daily readings for 90 days of  academic 
writing that combines productivity and pleasure. https://a.co/d/0iQRX0tw  

 

 Academic Writing as if Readers Matter by Leonard Cassuto (2024) 
Cassuto promotes reader-centered writing, offering witty and direct advice on clarity, argument 
structure, and making scholarly work engaging for both academic and general audiences.     

  https://a.co/d/0h6bK88K   

 

How to Use Storytelling in Your Academic Writing (2nd Edition) by Timothy G. Pollock 
(2025) 
This book demonstrates how storytelling techniques can make academic writing more memorable 

and persuasive. It provides tools to help scholars engage readers and navigate the research and publishing 
process. https://a.co/d/03L76nR6   
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 Make Your Manuscript Work: A Guide to Developmental Editing for Scholarly 
Writers by Laura Portwood-Stacer (2025) 
This practical how-to guide walks scholarly authors, editors, and publishing professionals through 
the four pillars of successful writing: argument, evidence, structure, and style. Drawing on a 

decade of experience as a developmental editor, Portwood-Stacer offers step-by-step strategies, annotated 
assessment questions, and real examples to help academics effectively edit their own manuscripts and achieve 
publication goals. The book emphasizes clear, empathetic advice relevant at all career stages. 
https://a.co/d/05Dz8zEW   
 

 Helen Sword: Writing with Pleasure (2025) 
Helen Sword’s latest work turns toward the joy and creativity of academic writing. It offers 
methods to reframe negative emotions associated with scholarly writing, focusing on arts-based 
approaches and practical strategies for making writing both productive and pleasurable. 

https://a.co/d/01N3rUgT   

 
 

 How to Take Smart Notes by Sönke Ahrens 
The book presents the Zettelkasten method—a system for organizing notes to enhance 
thinking, learning, and writing productivity through interconnected, meaningful notes. 
https://a.co/d/01BuXcx8  

 
 

Podcasts / YouTube Channels / Websites / Services 
 
Defend, Publish & Lead – Christine Tulley - https://www.defendpublishlead.com/podcast/ 

The Real Academics – Margarita Huerta – therealacademics.com and  

 www.youtube.com/@RealAcademics  

Manuscript Works - Laura Portwood-Stacer - https://manuscriptworks.com/ 

6 books to improve academic writing skills | Used by a doctor-researcher 

https://youtu.be/qaLFzKJ-IS4?si=kwqrc_CBW1RmxjXL  

Publication Coach: https://www.publicationcoach.com/  (Daphne Gray-Grant) 

The Academic Writers’ Space: https://www.theacademicwritersspace.com/  


